
Year 13 

 Never would I have thought when I began my ministry that I 

would serve one church for 13 years.  In those days, the        

expectation was that a pastor would serve 4 years and move 

on.  Once in a while, that was extended to 5 or 6 years but    

rarely more.  Being the son of a United Methodist Pastor, that 

practice was engrained.  

 I am pleased to begin this 13 th year at Lanier.  One of my 

friends observed that I now have longevity among the pastors 

of the North East District.  

 What a privilege it is to serve with you!  I can honestly say 

that this church is the most mission -minded, the most          

harmonious, and the easiest to work with of all the churches 

where I have been pastor.  

 There is so much yet to be accomplished here.  Our      

community is growing and our opportunities seem limitless.  I 

encourage you to keep “talking up” Lanier Church with your 

neighbors and friends.  It is still true that the best way of      

advertising is by word of mouth.  How important that is!  We 

have the best news on earth to share.  Let ’s be about “making 

disciples for Jesus Christ.” 

 Looking forward to making Year 13 our best and, with your 
help, it will happen!!  
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 Register Here: https://forms.gle/PBXrCitemEjmUM8SA  

https://forms.gle/PBXrCitemEjmUM8SA
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The annual Wesley Woods Mother’s Day Offering is currently being received. 

Please consider making a gift. The needs do not diminish. Mark your check 

“Mother’s Day Offering.”   
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During the months of June & July, we will be collecting diapers for 

Whispering Hope. Collection receptacles are located in the narthex.  

The Patriotic Concert has already   

happened and we couldn't be prouder 

of the amazing group of musicians that 

performed for you. They are passionate 

about what they do and there is never 

a dull moment in rehearsal. We all are 

patriots no matter what race, heritage, 

or ethnicity we come from. We have 

persevered and are here today because 

of the people that came before us to 

pave the way. Have a wonderful and 

restful July and stay out of the heat as 

much as possible.  
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During their scout journey, a scout must complete an Eagle Project. There are many 
different ways to do this, but they all have one thing in common. They must help the 
community. For my project, I decided to help the church. Not only is it the church I've 
gone to since I was 3, but this church is also a tremendous help to my troop as they 
give us a place to meet. 

 
The playground seemed like the perfect spot to help. When I was younger, playing on 
that playground was so much fun. Now with the Byelorussian church joining us, 
along with their kids, I thought it would be perfect to make the playground a safe 
place for them to have fun. To do this, we built 2 benches along with moving mulch 
and replacing some old wood.  

 
After many weeks of preparation, it was time to get started. The overall project was a 
huge success, with 15 scouts coming to help. There were a few times where things 
didn't go to plan, but in the end we came up with a solution. Thank you all for this  
opportunity to learn and grow, and I'm glad I was able to do it while helping the 
church too. 
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1979 Buford Highway, Cumming, Georgia 30041, 770-887-0615 
www.lanierumc.org    

Editor:  Carrie Stepp, office@lanierumc.org 

Pastor:  Dr. Ed Tomlinson, ed.tomlinson@ngumc.net 

Deadline for copy:  3rd Monday of the month prior to publication. 
Unsolicited manuscript welcome. Editor reserves the right to edit 

for content and space. 

Follow Lanier UMC 

on YouTube  
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZKx_Bc4Y9aibt6QVb48ZDw
https://www.facebook.com/lanierumc1989

